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The Climate Change Theatre Action Artistic Directors Describe the Process and Purpose
Fifty playwrights from around the world were asked to write 1- to 5-minute plays about climate 
change with the following prompt: Assume your audience knows as much as you do. Assume they 
are as concerned as you are. But they may not know what to do with this information and those 
concerns. So how can we turn the challenges of climate change into opportunities? 
This collection of plays was then made available to producing collaborators interested in presenting 
an event during the project’s time window. Events can be as simple as a classroom or living room 
reading or they may be presented to a larger audience in a theatre. Collaborators were encouraged to 
design their event to reflect their own aesthetic and community, and to include additional material 
by local artists. 
Because this is a Climate Change Theatre Action, we also urged collaborators to think about an 
action – educational, social, or political/civic – that could be integrated into their event. We define 
“action” as something that happens in addition to the theatrical experience, that aims to connect 
and/or galvanize people.
~“About.”  Climate Change Theatre Action, 2017, www.climatechangetheatreaction.com/about/.  Accessed November-December 2017.  
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Who participated?
CCTA at Iowa State University
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What did we do?
ISU organizers Vivian M. Cook and Dr. Charissa Menefee produced one of the largest participating Climate Change Theatre Action events, 
creating a unique partnership between ISU’s MFA Program in Creative Writing & Environment, ISU Theatre, ISU Office of Sustainability, 
and Ames Public Library. An ensemble of twenty-one community, student, and alumni actors, musicians, and technicians produced fourteen 
of the commissioned CCTA plays on October 1st on the Parks Library South Lawn and on October 2nd at Ames Public Library, reaching 
more than one hundred audience members. During intermission, seventeen local organizations participated in a sustainability resource fair, 
allowing audiences to explore ways to become involved in sustainability initiatives on campus and in the community. 
The Plays
Oh How We Loved Our Tuna! by Amahl Khouri
Pond Life by Elyne Quan
Home/Range by Jeremy Pickard & Lanxing Fu
Kleenex by David Paquet, translated by Chantal Bilodeau
Science is Dead! by David Geary
New Michael by Stephen Sewell
This by Caridad Svich
INTERMISSION and Sustainability Resource Fair
Infinite Water by Greencard Wedding: 
music and lyrics by Jody Christopherson and Ryan McCurdy
Appreciation by Katie Pearl
The Rubik’s Cube Solution by Sarena Parmar
Rube Goldberg Device for The Generation of Hope by Jordan Hall
Dot to Dot to Dot by Lynn Rosen
Homo Sapiens by Chantal Bilodeau
Gaia by Hiro Kanagawa
Between October 1 and November 18, 2017, more than 140 teams of theatre artists 
in twenty-five countries participated in the second international Climate Change 
Theatre Action project in support of the UN Climate Change Conference in Bonn, 
Germany. Approximately ten thousand audience members across the globe attended 
these events.  Artists from the following countries organized their own CCTA:
What is the mission of CCTA?
The Ensemble
Actors:
Noah​ ​Allyn, Michael​ ​Clinkscales, Marilyn​ ​Gonzalez, 
Daniel​ ​Heddendorf, Lena ​ ​Menefee-Cook, Matthew ​ ​Millard, 
Lavail​ ​Nolan, Alyson​ ​O’Hara, Emilia ​ ​Ősterlind, Phyllis ​ ​Schrag, Elaine 
Su, Audrey​ ​Susai, Daniel​ ​Trone, Romazia ​ ​Turner-Brown
Musicians: 
Noah Allyn, Vivian M. Cook, Lena Menefee-Cook, Mat Wymore
Director: Vivian M. Cook
Music Director: Mat Wymore
Producer/Photographer: Charissa Menefee
Assistant Producer: Catherine Thom 
Technical Assistant: Reid Miller
Volunteers: Tristan Cook, Jenna Mertz, Lena Menefee-Cook (Photos)
Sustainability Resource Fair Participants
Bioeconomy Institute
Climate Reality Campus Corps: ISU
Connie Mutel (Author)
Environmental Education Club
Greeks Go Green!
Green Umbrella
Iowa Conservation Education Coalition
ISU Herbarium
reACT Gallery
Reiman Gardens
Sankalp
Story County Conservation
Sustainable Agriculture Student Association
Wake Up
Wheatsfield
Wind Energy Science, Engineering, and Policy 
Performance Climate Change Action in the  Ames and ISU Community
CCTA at ISU’s National Campus Sustainability Day
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